
Canandaigua Lake Watershed Association – Activity Report – 
March 2019  

CLWA partnered with the Ontario County Soil and Water District and the Canandaigua Lake Watershed 
Council to present a soil health workshop on March 7 from 9am-2pm. 180 attended from the Ag 
community. Topics included: the impact of no-till and cover crops on soil health, soil nutrients, weed and 
pest suppression, and the role of soil conservation to maintain soil productivity. A presentation by the 
Finger Lakes Land Trust discussed ‘What you need to know to protect your farm with a conservation 
easement”. Pesticide applicator credits were offered and DEC approved manure applicator training was 
provided  

The Canandaigua Lake Watershed Association, the City of Canandaigua, and the Canandaigua Lake 
Watershed Council will sponsor ‘Healthy Lawns, Healthy Lake: a Workshop for Lake-friendly Living’ on 
March 21st, Stage 14 at FLCC in Canandaigua. Presentations will include a review of ways to reduce 
unnecessary lawn fertilizers and pesticides to minimize the effects of pollutants in runoff, application of 
rain barrels, and creative designs for rain gardens and natural drainage swales to control excessive 
storm water flows.  

The Canandaigua Lake Watershed Association will be participating with the City of Canandaigua 
and the Town of Canandaigua in a Lake-friendly Lawn Care Program to encourage home and 
business owners to eliminate the use of pesticides and fertilizers or to use the minimums absolutely 
necessary. Teams will be meeting with large land owners including FF Thompson Hospital, 
Constellation Brands, etc are being schedule to bring them in as partners.  

Our annual AIS watercraft stewards review meeting will be held in April. We will review with our 
partners last years data, and discuss our plans for the coming season.  

The Citizen Science Committee is meeting regularly and plans for 2019 
include:  

• Shoreline HAB Monitoring Program will include new zones in strategically placed locations, and 
we are exploring our options for online reporting. HABs signs for public use areas are also being 
researched. A mini grant was secured through the Ontario County Water Resource Council to 
support the purchase of monitoring equipment and supplies for volunteers.  
• Secchi Disk program will be adding a few new volunteers and a new online reporting form 
has been developed.  
• Will participate in the FLI the Macrophyte Survey 
Program  
• CSLAP continuing at the two 
sites  



• Discussions with Global Aquatic Research to look at various research options to analyze 
lake foam; also looking to add a volunteer lake foam “tracking” component.  

Upcoming events 
include:  

• Viewpoints: “Healthy Lawns, Healthy Lake” on March 21 at 7 PM at 
FLCC  
• HWA Workshop with NYS Hemlock Initiative, Yates County CCE, CLWA and Ontario County 
SWCD on April 9 at 5:30 PM at the Naples Library  
• Wood Library’s “Earthapalooza” event on April 22 – CLWA Tabling for Lake Friendly 
Lawn Care program  
• Viewpoints: “Microplastics in the Great Lakes Environment” on May 2 at 6:30 PM at 
FLCC (Matt Hoffman, RIT)  
• Bird Walk at FLCC trails at the end of May (date TBD) with Doug 
Daniels  


